Seven requests for opinions were published in 1983 and 1984. Five of these, requesting replacement of the type strain of Acetobacter aceti subsp. xylinum, requesting rejection of Yersinia pseudotuberculosis subsp. pestis and conservation of Yersinia pestis, requesting a change in the type of Pasteuria ramosa, and requesting conservation of the genera Methanococcus and Methanosarcina with new type species, have been awarded. Two others, one requesting a change in the type strain of Listeria monocytogenes and the other requesting conservation of the genus Micropolyspora over Faenia, have been denied.
The statutes of the International Committee on Systematic Bacteriology, which are published in the International Code of Nomenclature of Bacteria (7), provide for formal publication of opinions that have been issued by the Judicial Commission of the International Committee. However, there is no provision for formal publication of denials of opinions that have been requested, other than as minutes of the meetings of the Judicial Commission. To minimize uncertainty in the scientific community in the period between resolution of some questions by mail ballot of the Judicial Commission and the appearance of the decision in minutes of the quadrennial meetings, we have established the practice of publishing interim reports of decisions. This is such a report on the resolution of seven requests for opinions upon which votes were taken 12 months or more after publication of the requests.
Replacement of the type strain of Acetobacter aceti subsp. xylinurn. The Judicial Commission designated NCIB 11664 as the type strain of Acetobacter aceti subsp. xylinum in place of strain ATCC 23767, which is a Gluconobacter sp. See Opinion 59 (2). Replacement of the type strain of Pasteuria ramosa with a type description. Strain ATCC 27377 has been rejected as the type strain of Pasteuria ramosa by the Judicial Commission of the International Committee on Systematic Bacteriology, but Pasteuria ramosa is conserved with an amended description serving as type. The Judicial Commission declined to give an opinion on the taxonomic position of strain ATCC 27377 because that is a question of taxonomy rather than nomenclature. See Opinion 61 (4).
Rejection of the name
Transfer of the type species of Methanococcus to the genus Methanosarcina and conservation of Methanococcus with the type species Methanococcus vannielii. Methanococcus mazei was designated as the type species of its genus in the Approved Lists of Bacterial Names (ll), but without a type strain. Subsequently, Mah and Kuhn (8) examined an axenic culture that met the description of Methanococcus mazei and concluded that it belonged in the genus Methanosarcina.
They requested that the Judicial Commission conserve the genus Methanococcus with a new type, Methanococcus vannielii (8), for which a type strain was included in the Approved Lists (11). The Judicial Commission has voted to award an opinion conserving Methanococcus with the type species Methanococcus vannielii. This opinion will be numbered and published formally in a subsequent issue of the International Journal of Systematic Bacteriology.
Rejection of the type species Methanosarcina methanica and conservation of the genus Methanosarcina with Methanosarcina barkeri as the type. Methanococcus methanica was designated as the type of its genus in the Approved Lists of Bacterial Names, but without a type strain (11). Mah and Kuhn have argued that a microorganism fitting the description of Methanosarcina methanica is not to be found in nature (9). They asked that the name be rejected and, since it represents the type species, that the genus Methanosarcina be conserved with a new t y p e , Methanosarcirza barkeri (9), for which a type strain was included in the Approved Lists (11). The Judicial Commission has voted t o award an opinion conserving Methanosarcina with the type species Methanosarcina barkeri. This opinion will be numbered and published formally in a subsequent issue of the International Journal of Systematic Bacteriology.
Replacement of the type strain of Listeria monocytogenes. Jones and Seeliger (l), noting that ATCC 15313, the type strain of Listeria monocytogenes, does not exhibit betahemolysis and has lost the surface antigens needed for serotyping, requested an opinion to substitute NCTC 7973 as the type strain. Rule 15 of the Bacteriological Code (7) states that the "nomenclatural type is not necessarily the most typical or representative element of a taxon." Reference strains that are not the types have no standing in nomenclature (Rule 19) and can thus be established without Judicial Commission action and may be changed as appropriate. A nomenclatural type, on the other hand, is not intended to be changed except under extreme circumstances. For these reasons the Judicial Commission declined to award the requested opinion. ATCC 15313 remains the type strain of Listeria monocytogenes as designated in the Approved Lists of Bacterial Names (11). M i c r o p o l y s p o r proposed conservation of Micropolyspora with a new type species (10). Although recognizing that Micropolyspora rectivirgula would have priority over any of the other species names remaining in the genus, these authors requested conservation of the genus with Micropolyspora faeni as the type, because the latter species is more commonly encountered and is of medical importance. Subse- The Judicial Commission, recognizing Fuenia rectivirgula as validly published and concluding that the likelihood of confusion resulting from the change in genus name was not significantly greater than that attending other accepted bacteriological name changes and that the consequences of confusion were not grave, voted to deny the original request of McCarthy et al. (10) 
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